CONSTITUTION 
of the 

SHAKOPEE MDEWAKANTON SIOUX COKfflHITY 
of 

MINNESOTA 


PU RPOSE 

We, the. Indian people of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community, 
in order to secure the advantages of local self-government for 
ourselves and our children, do ordain and establish this constitution. 

ARTICLE I - TERRITORY 

The territory of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community shall consist 
of the four tracts of land located in Scott County, Minnesota, described 
in Appendix "A" attached hereto, now held in trust by the United States 
for the Minnesota Mdewakanton Sioux Indians and shall include, such other 
lands as may be legally added thereto. The jurisdiction of the community 
over such lands shall not be inconsistent with applicable Federal and 
State laws. 


ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP 


Sectio n 1 . The membership of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community 
shall consist of: 

(a) All persons of Mdewakanton Sioux Indian blood, not 
members of any other Indian tribe, band or group, 
whose names appear on the 1969 census roll of 
Mdewakanton Sioux" res idents of the Prior Lake 
Reservation, Minnesota, prepared specifically for 
the purpose of organizing the Shakopee Mdewakanton 
Sioux Community and approved by the Secretary of the 
Interior . 

(b) All children of at least one-fourth (1/4) degree 
Mdewakanton Sioux Indian blood born to an enrolled 
member of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community. 

, (c) All descendants of at least one-fourth (1/4) degree 

Mdewakanton Sioux Indian blood who can trace their 
Mdewakanton Sioux Indian blood to the Mdewakanton 
Sioux Indians who resided in Minnesota on May 20, 

1886, P rovided , they apply for membership and are 
found qualified by the governing body, and provided 
further*, they are not enrolled as members of some other 
tribe or band of Indians. 
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WHEREAS: 
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WHEREAS: The Constitution of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 

Community provides for the election of officers of 
the Community but fails to provide a method whereby 
such officers may toe removed from office when deemed 

* necessary by the General Council; and 

WHEREAS: Article V of the Constitution sets forth powers of the 

General Council, which powers are hereby deemed to in- 

elude the power to provide such methods for removal of 

f ~ officers; and, ;;j/ ... 

’HEREAS: Ordinance No. 2 of the Community adopted July 11, 1972, 

provides the means under which removal of officers shall *■ 

take place; and \J< 

■»' 

. i • J* 

WHEREAS: The aforementioned Resolution requires written notif- >? .vVs 

. ication of charges against an officer whose removal ' 

is sought by petition with said notification to be made , -f w 

by another alternative means of notification should the ' 
officer who is required to provide notification refuse : | 

to do so; and ' . . 

. V 

WHEREAS: The aforementioned resolution appears to require per- ' J; 

sonpl service of written notice of removal charges, , 

thus precluding alternative service and permitting an , 

officer to evade service of notice; so, , i > ! 

*; 1 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That Section 2 of Ordinance 2 , be 

amended to read as follows: 

Section 2: (a) Upon receipt of a petition signed by » 

one third of the eligible voters of the Community, ! < 

which peition charges an officer with one or more of i 

the cause listed above, any officer of the Tribe shall 
provide the accused officer with written notice of the 
charges; and notice of a special meeting of the General 
Council for the purpose of hearing and voting on those 
charges . 
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(a) If all officers refuse to serve notice as re- 
quired in this section, then the petitioners will 
designate someone to provide service as sp'tftified 

f herein. * 

* 

* (b) An officer attempting to serve notice pursuant 

to subsection (a) shall attempt to give personal ser- 
vice to the accused on or in the vacinity of the res- 
_ ercation for three successive days immediately after 
the recept of the Petition. 

(c) In the event that the officer charged cannot be 
located for personal service pursuant to subsection 

(b) , then the officer seeking to provide notice shall 
serve that notice by: 

(1) Posting the notice in a prominents place 
in the community which is commonly used for 
posting information of concern to the Community, 
and. 

(2) by registered mail to the last-known address 
of the accused. 

(d)The notice shall specify a date for hearing and 
voting on the charges which is: 

(1) No less than 10 days from the date of 
actual personal service given under subsection 
(b) or, 

(2) No less than 10 nor more than 20 days from 
the date of posting of service by mail under sub- 
section (c) . 
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(e) Officers who are charges may appear personally and 
have the assistance of legal counsel, or may elect to be 
represented by counsel without a personal appearance. IN 
the event that an officer or his representative fails to 
appear before the Council after receiving proper . notice 

* as described in this section, the Council may, in its des 
cretion, proceed with the hearing in the absence of the 
charged officer and render such judgement as it deems ap- 
propriate. 

(f) Officers who are charges may request a continuance of 
the hearing date for illness or other good cause. In the 
event that such request is made the General Council may 
accept or reject it. If the continuance is granted it 

hy shall be for a period not to exceed 30 days from the or- 
‘y igina 1 * hearing date. If the request for continuance is 
^denied the hearing shall proceed forthwith, provided ap- 
■ propriate notice and an opportunity to appear personally • 
or by counsel has been given as prescribed in this Ordinance. 
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CERTIFICATION 

• >* 

We certify that the foregoing Ordinance was duly adopted by a vote of 
-2S for; 11 against; 3 abstentions, at a Special Meeting* of the General \ 
Council of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community, a quorum -being pre- 
sent, held on the 29th day of November, 1984, at Shakopee, Minnesota. f 



Sec. 2. The governing body shall have power to pass resolutions or 
ordinances, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, 
governing future membership, adoptions and loss- of membership. 

ARTICLE III - GOVERNING BOUT 


The governing body of the Shakopee Mdewakan ton Sioux Community shall 
be a general council, composed of all persons qualified to vote in 
community elections. There shall be a business council consisting 
of the chairman, vice-cha irman , and a secretary- treasurer , which 
shall perform such duties as may be authorized by the general council. 
Members of the business council shall hold office for four (4) years 
or until their successors are duly installed, except that the first 
business council elected under this consti tution shall hold office 
for only two (2) years. They shall also act as officers. The 
governing body shall determine its own procedures. 

ARTICLE IV - ELECTIONS 


All elections of officers, including the first election, shall be 
conducted under rules and regulations prescribed by the general 
council. Community members eighteen (18) years of age or over 
shall qualify as voters and, if elected, may hold office. 

ARTICLE V - POWERS 


The general council shall have such applicable powers as may be 
authorized by the Indian Reorganization Act of feune ,18 , 1934 (48 Stat. 
984) , and other Acts of Congress. The general fsuficil may delegate 


such powers to the elected business council! governing body shall 

manage community property including the ^^te^mmending and the making of 
assignments to community members. FuptH4r , powers may be delegated by 
the Secretary of the Interior orvdby /]4Jwep'-'duly authorized officials or 
agencies of government and such/Utlter powers as may have been customary 
and sanctioned before the adoptfijM this constitution. The exercise 
of all powers shall be subject Co approval by the Secretary of the 
Interior, where required by Federal law or published regulations of 
the Secretary of the Interior. 


ARTICLE VI - BILL OF RIGHTS 


All members of the community 7 shall be accorded equal opportunities to 
participate in the economic resources and activities of the community. 
All members of the community may enjoy, without hindrance, freedom of 
worship, conscience, speech, press, assembly, association and due 
process of law, as guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States. 
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ARTICLE VII - AMENDMENTS 


This constitution may be amended by a majority vote of the qualified 
voters of the community voting at an election, authorized for that 
purpose by the Secretary of the Interior, provided at least thirty 
percent (30%) of those entitled to vote shall vote in such election; 
but no amendment shall become effective until it shall have been 
approved by the Secretary of the Interior. 

ARTICLE VIII “ RATIFICATION 

This constitution, x^hen legally adopted by a majority vote, of the 
voters of the Shakopoe Mdewakanton • Sioux -Community, -voting -at a 
special election called for that purpose by the Secretary of the 
Interior in x^hich at least thirty percent (30%) of those entitled to 
vote shall vote, shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Interior 
for his approval, and shall be effective from the date of such approve 
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APPENDIX "A" 

S%NW% and N%SW%, Section 22 (Tract 1 - 158.25 acres more or less) 

NE^SW^, Section 28 (Tract 2 ~ 40 acres) 

North 50 acres of E%NE%, Section 33 (Tract 3-50 acres) 

A part of the NE%NE%, Section 34, more particularly described as 
"Beginning at a point 550 feet south on section line of the 
northeast corner of section, thence west 990 feet; thence south 
440 feet; thence east 990 feet; thence north on section line 
440 feet to place of beginning." (Tract 4 - 10 acres) 

All of the above descriptions are in Township 115, North, Range 22 West. 
TOTAL ACREAGE - 258.25 acres more or less 
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IN RCPL.Y REFER TO: 




UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
M i n n e s o t a A ge n c y 
Third Floor, Federal Buiidins 
Bernidji, Minnesota 55601 
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November 4, 1969 


CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


Pursuant: to an election authorized by the Acting Assistant Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs on. September 13, 1969, under delegated authority, the 
attached Constitution of the Shakopee Mdevakanton Sioux Cormriunity of 
Minnesota was submitted to the qualified voters of the community and was 
on November 4, 1969, duly 
Nb against. , in an els 

I to vote cast 

j 

Section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 13, 1934 (43 Sta.L. 
9S4) , ns amended by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat, 373). 
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a vote of / g'.' for 

, and 


. elec 

tion in which 
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O £ the 


t lad 

to vote cast 

their ballots in acco 
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with 


Paul A. Krause 
Chairman, Election Board 


Norman M. Crooks 
Election board Member 


Amos Crooks 

Member , Election board 



APPROVAL 


I s HARRISON LOESCIIj Assistant Secretary of the Interior of the 
United States of America, by virtue of the authority granted to me 
by the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended, do hereby 
approve the attached Constitution of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 
Community of Minnesota. 

Approval Recommended: 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 


HARRISON LOESCH 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior 

Washington, D. C- 
Date: November 28, 1969 



